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	2008 SAPA Career Development Workshop & Holiday Party

Career Perspectives in Emerging Markets



	On-line pre-registration at http://sapaweb.org is strongly encouraged (onsite $10 extra each)

Registration fee: SAPA member $15; Non-SAPA member $25; Student $10

WORKSHOP 12:30 pm – 5:30pm, Saturday, December 20 2008 

The Technology Center of New Jersey, 675 US Highway 1 South, North Brunswick, NJ 08902
Click link for driving directions http://www.njtechcentre.com/resources/directions.pdf


	Registration begins: 12:30 PM
Opening Remark 1:00 PM
Ning Yan, PhD, MBA, SAPA EC Member

SAPA Introduction 1:10 PM

Mingde Xia, PhD, SAPA President
1. 1:30 – 2:15 PM
          “WHAT DOES ‘YOU NEED TO IMPROVE YOUR ENGLISH’ REALLY MEAN?”
Today’s corporations employ many multinationals whose technical and scientific expertise is crucial in today’s global marketplace.  A major job requirement is the ability to communicate clearly and confidently and to present one’s ideas appropriately and effectively.  When this is accomplished, employees can significantly leverage their knowledge and skills as credible and contributing members of the team and organization.

· What are the business communication and cultural awareness skills necessary for success in today’s business environment?

· Which aspects of pronunciation are essential for clear communication?

· How can you improve your professional visibility and credibility at your workplace?

· What does all this mean for individuals who speak English as their second or third language? 
· If you take the risks, will you really receive the benefits?
             Judy West, M.S. Ed.

President, English That Works, Inc.
jwest@englishthatworksinc.com
Judy West, founder and president of English That Works, Inc. has thirty years of successful experience developing, and teaching courses, training programs, workshops, and private coaching sessions that improve the oral and written performance of professionals who speak English as their second language.  She has provided services at Bristol Myers Squibb, Johnson and Johnson, Ethicon, Janssen, and Wyeth as well as other research, technical, manufacturing, and service corporations, government offices, colleges, and community-based organizations.  

Training provided by Ms. West focuses on immediately useful language and cultural awareness skills needed for communicative and interpersonal success in business and social settings. Course offerings include American English Pronunciation, Speaking Solutions, Assertive Communication, Writing for Multinationals, and customized individual coaching.

 Participants consistently report the following positive results:

· Greater ability to communicate effectively and persuasively 

· More productive relationships and greater participation on teams and in meetings

· Enhanced professional image

· Expanded active English vocabulary

· Decreased misunderstandings due to oral language/accent

· Increased understanding of American idioms and culture

· Heightened self confidence

Ms. West is a Magna Cum Laude graduate of the University of Pennsylvania where she earned a Bachelor of Arts in Sociology and a Master of Science in Education.  
2. 2:15 – 3:00 PM    
           “WHAT IS IT LIKE WORKING IN A BIG PHARMA IN CHINA?”
The presentation will briefly describe speaker’s past two years experience while working in China to build a research site for Novartis.
Yao-Chang Xu, PhD

Head of Chemistry, Executive Director

China Novartis Institutes for BioMedical Research, Shanghai
yao-chang.xu@novartis.com
Dr. Yao-Chang Xu joined Novartis in January 2006 as an Executive Director of Global Discovery Chemistry for Novartis Institute for Biomedical Research (NIBR), and relocated to Shanghai, China in January 2007 to become Head of Chemistry for the newly created China Novartis Institute for Biomedical Research (CNIBR).

Dr. Xu earned his Ph.D. in organic chemistry at the University of Chicago in 1988, and spent next two years as postdoctoral fellow at University of Sherbrooke in Canada.  Subsequently he worked in cancer research as a senior scientist at BioChem Pharma Inc. in Montreal for about 3 years. Dr. Xu joined Lilly in 1993 as a Senior Research Scientist. At Lilly, he made important contributions to many drug research programs including preclinical drug candidates for smoking cessation, depression, migraine and etc. He was promoted to Principal Scientist in 1997, Research Advisor in 2000, Head of Discovery Chemistry Research for Lead Validation in 2001, and then Head for Lead Optimization in 2003. He is the author of 34 publications, 2 book chapters, and inventor on 25 issued US patents.
Break   3:00 – 3:15 PM

3. 3:15 – 4:00 PM
     “WHAT CAN YOU EXPECT FROM A CAREER IN CHINA-BASED STARTUP?”

GenScript is a biology CRO company founded in 2002 with production site in China.  We have grown from a three-person company in 2002 to a size of close to 600 employees today.   When a company grows up, its people also grow up.  That is exactly the situation in GenScript.   I will share with you what I have learned during our rapid growth.   Hopefully our experience will help your career choice. 
Frank Zhang, PhD

CEO

GenScript Corporation             

frankz@genscript.com
Dr. Frank Zhang is Co-Founder and CEO of GenScript, a biology CRO company based in New Jersey, USA with manufacturing site in Nanjing, China.  GenScript provides one stop solution for biology service in early drug discovery.  GenScript enables its customers to scale-up their R & D, and launch their products faster to the market.

Prior to founding GenScript, Dr. Zhang was a Principal Investigator from 1995 to 2002 at Schering-Plough, where he led drug discovery efforts in different areas including oncology, cardiovascular, and central nervous systems.  His group identified previously unknown drug target for a multibillion-dollar medicine Clopidegrel.  His scientific achievement was recognized with a Presidential Award by Schering-Plough.

Dr. Zhang earned his Ph. D. in Biochemistry from Duke University in 1995.  He was the first one to clone human geranylgeranyl transferase, which is an enzyme playing important role in oncology.   He earned an MS degree from Nanjing University in 1987, and his BS degree from Chengdu Institute of Technology in 1984. Dr. Zhang has published over 20 research papers in leading scientific journals.  He was an invited author for annual review of biochemistry, and an inventor for seven patents.
4. 4:00 – 4:45 PM

     “OPPORTUNITY AND CHALLENGE:  TO BE PART OF BIOTECH EVOLUTION IN CHINA”
The presentation will describe current landscape in Chinese pharma and biotech sector. Factors that impact many start-ups’ strategic decision and daily life will be presented. Existing opportunity and challenge in this industry in China will be also discussed. 
Xianping Lu, PhD

Co-Founder, Board of directors, President, and CSO
Shenzhen Chipscreen Biosciences
xplu@chipscreen.com
Xian-Ping LU is currently Member of the board of Directors, President, and Chief Scientific Officer of Shenzhen Chipscreen Biosciences Ltds, the leading drug discovery company in China. Dr. LU also serves in several Advisory Committees for Biotech/Pharma/Life Sciences Division of different levels of Governments in China. Dr. LU received his B.S. degree in Biochemistry from University of Sichuan in 1983. He obtained M.S. in Biochemistry and Ph.D. in Molecular Biology in 1986 and 1988 from Peking Union Medical College and Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences, respectively. Dr. LU completed his Postgraduate Pharmacologist Fellowship study at the Department of Pharmacology, School of Medicine University of California at San Diego between 1989 and 1992. He continued his postdoctoral research at La Jolla Cancer Research Foundation (Burham Institute) prior to participate in founding Galderma Research Inc. and Maxia Pharmaceuticals in San Diego in 1995. He was the Director of Research at Galderma R & D (a subsidiary of L’Oreal and Nestle) in Princeton till 2000. He became visiting professor at The State Key Laboratory for Biomembrane and Membrane Biotechnology in Tsinghua University in the same year. During this period, he has led a group of US-trained talented scientists to successfully found Chipscreen Biosciences Ltd. in Shenzhen. Dr. LU has more than 20 years biomedical research and biotech/pharmaceutical experiences in varieties of therapeutic area. He is a skilled leader of diverse groups within a global operating environment. During his career, he has published many research papers in journals such as Nature, Science, and Nature Medicine. He is the co-inventor of many inventions in the area of small molecule therapeutics. 

Panel Discussion   4:45 – 5:30 PM

Moderated by Danny Chaing, PhD (Vice President, Johnson and Johnson)

With all presenters and additional panelists

Sheldon Fan, PhD, MBA (Pfizer China)

Jason Jin, PhD (ShanghaiBio)

Immediately following the workshop and before the party, a speakers’ dinner will be held in Old Town Buffet (http://local.yahoo.com/info-20225731-old-town-buffet-eb-east-brunswick/ in Midstate Shopping Center, 314 Rt.18, East Brunswick, NJ 08816, Tel 732-698-1988) from 6-7 PM. Please join us for additional cost of $14.45 (direct payment to the restaurant).
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SAPA 2008 Holiday Party 7 pm – 11 pm, Saturday, December 20, 2008
IM Gallery Dance Studio in Highland Park

233 Raritan Avenue, Highland Park, NJ 08904

For pictures, parking area map and directions visit: http://hpds.webhop.org/Imgallery.htm

	Activities:

Games

Karaoke

Raffle Prize

Singing by Lucy
Social and Dancing

Holiday cookies and drinks will be served




      Organization Committee: 

Kevin Chen, Jisong Cui, Haixia Feng, Junyan Hong, Guoqiang Jiang, Jasong Jin, Cai Li, Simon Li, Huayi Tong, Jianji Wang, Mingde Xia, Yan Xia, Li Yan, Ning Yan, Xiaoying Zhang, Jian Zhu
      This program is supported by
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